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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 75-76, 80 and 82 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by G. I. Haywood (US 5,360,516). As to claims 75-76, Haywood et al 
discloses (see Fig 1 and column 2, lines 51-53) an apparatus for treating a web 
(capable of forming a planarizing pad for planarizing a microelectronic substrate) 
comprising a support device (first and second supportl 3) configured to support a pad 
support material (web 10) in a selected position; a vessel (18) for mixing a non-solid 
material (abrasive grain-adhesive slurry); and at least one nozzle (1 9) operatively 
coupled to the vessel and capable of forming the planarizing pad material into discrete 
texture elements for disposing on the support material (web10), wherein the pad 
support material (web 10) is elongated in a longitudinal direction, and wherein the 
nozzle is positioned to spray the discrete texture elements at least partially in the 
longitudinal direction (see Fig 1). 

As to claim 80, Haywood et al discloses a heating element (heating zone 17', see 
Fig 1) positioned proximate the support device and proximate to the pad support 
material (web 10). 
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As to claim 82, in Haywood et al the nozzle (applicator 19) is positioned to spray 
the discrete texture elements directly onto the support material (web 10, see Fig 1). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 67-74 are allowed. 

4. Claims 77-79, 81 and 83 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: as to claims 67-68, 72-74, 77 and 81 , prior art of record does not disclose or 
suggest an apparatus for forming a planarizing pad comprising, among others, a hopper 
or a grate positioned between the nozzle and the support device, wherein the hopper 
having first opening proximate to the at least one nozzle and a second opening 
proximate to the support material or. the grate having a plurality of apertures. As to 
claims 69-71 and 78-79, prior art of record does not disclose or suggest, an apparatus 
for forming a planarizing pad comprising, among others, the first of two nozzles coupled 
to vessel, the second nozzle being offset in the longitudinal direction and in a lateral 
direction transverse to the longitudinal direction relative to the first nozzle. Regarding 
claim 83, prior art of record does not disclose or suggest an apparatus for forming a 
planarizing pad comprising, among others, a hopper having a first opening positioned 
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proximate to the at least one nozzle and a second vessel positioned proximate to the 
second opening. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 75-76, 80 and 82 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yewebdar T. Tadesse whose telephone number is (571 ) 
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272-1238. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00 AM-4: 30 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Fiorilla can be reached on (571 ) 272-1 187. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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